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This document seeks to address the requirements of Condition 10.2 of IPC License Ref. P0504-01:

“The licensee shall prepare, to the satisfaction of the Agency, a fully detailed and costed plan for
permanent rehabilitation of the cutaway boglands within the licensed area.”

This licence condition requires Bord na Mdna agree with the EPA the measures that will provide for rehabilitation,
i.e. stabilisation of Derrycashel Bog upon cessation of peat production and compliments the licence requirement
to decommission the site.

Rehabilitation generally comprises site stabilisation with natural colonisation with or without targeted
management.

Industrial peat production has now fully ceased at Derrycashel Bog.

In addition, to preparing this document to comply with Condition 10 of IPC Licence Ref. P0504-01, due regard was
also given to the proposed Peatlands Climate Action Scheme (PCAS) announced by the Minster. This Scheme will
see the Minister support, via the Climate Action Fund, Bord na Mdna in developing a package of measures, ‘the
proposed Scheme’, for enhanced decommissioning, rehabilitation and restoration of cutaway peatlands referred
to as, the Peatlands Climate Action Scheme’. However, only the additional costs associated with the additional
and enhanced rehabilitation, i.e, measures which go beyond the existing standard mandatory decommissioning
and rehabilitation requirements arising from Condition 10 will be eligible for support. The additional costs of the
proposed Scheme will be supported by Government through the Climate Action Fund, administered by the
Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), while the National Parks and Wildlife Service
(NPWS) will act as the Scheme regulator.

While this document outlines the enhanced rehabilitation measures planned for Derrycashel bog, activities which
goes beyond that required by Condition 10 in the Licence, rehabilitation necessary to comply with the ‘standard’
requirement of Condition 10 (in the absence of the proposed Scheme) is also included, to estimate costs. The
inclusion of the ‘standard’ rehabilitation together with the enhanced rehabilitation in this document allows the
Scheme Regulator to distinguish and objectively determine the specific activities (and their associated costs)
eligible for support under the proposed Scheme.

Bord na Mdna have defined the key rehabilitation outcome at Derrycashel Bog as environmental stabilisation, re-
wetting and setting the bog on a trajectory towards development of naturally functioning peatland and wetland
habitats.
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Name of bog: Derrycashel Bog Area: 389 ha

Site description:

Peat Production at Derrycashel bog commenced in 1951 and ceased in 2018. The peat was formerly used
as fuel peat in Lough Ree Power in Lanesborough.

Derrycashel Bog has a pumped drainage regime. Pumping has been reduced at present. There has
already been significant rise in water-level and development of pioneer wetland habitats at this site.
The majority of the former peat production footprint is a mosaic of open water, wetland habitat, or
pioneering bare peat. Active drainage channels are still present.

Residual peat depths at Derrycashel are shallow for the most part (i.e. <1m) apart from the SE Portion
where depths reach ca.2m adjacent to the extant raised bog remnant.

Rehabilitation goals and outcomes

Bord na Médna is committed to discharging the obligations arising from Condition 10 of the IPC licence.

This is defined as:

Meeting conditions of the IPC licence;

Stabilisation or improvement in water quality parameters (e.g. suspended solids);

Environmental stabilisation.

Optimising hydrological conditions for the further development of wetland, Reed swamp, wet woodland
and fen habitats on shallow cutaway peats, along with management of existing wetlands.

Rehabilitation will support the National Policies on Climate Action and GHG mitigation by maintaining
and enhancing the current residual peat storage capacity of the bog (locking the carbon into the ground).
It is expected that the bog will have reduced emissions (reduced source) as it develops naturally
functioning wetland and peatland habitats. It will also support Ireland’s commitments towards Water
Framework Directive and the National River Basin Management Plan 2018-2021.

Optimising hydrological conditions for the protection of exposed archaeological structures, their

retention in situ and preservation into the future.

Scope of rehabilitation

The principal scope of this rehabilitation plan is defined by:

The area of Derrycashel Bog.

EPA IPC Licence - Ref. P0504-01. As part of Condition 10.2 of this license, a rehabilitation plan must be
prepared for permanent rehabilitation of the boglands within the licensed area. The key objective of
‘rehabilitation’, as required by this licence, is achieved by the environmental stabilisation of the bog.
The proposed Scheme (PCAS) includes enhanced measures which are designed to exceed/meet the
standard stabilisation requirements as defined by the IPC Licence and to enhance the ecosystem services
of Derrycashel Bog, in particular, optimising climate action benefits.

The key goals and outcomes of rehabilitation at this bog outlined above.

To minimise potential impacts on neighbouring land, some boundary drains around Derrycashel Bog will
be left unblocked, as blocking boundary drains could affect adjacent land.

Other constraints including a number of Rights of Way (RoW).



Criteria for successful rehabilitation:

The Criteria for successful rehabilitation to meet Condition 10 of the IPC Licence have been defined as:

Rewetting of residual peat in the former area of industrial peat production to slow water movement
across the site to retain silt, encouraging development of vegetation cover via natural colonisation, and
reducing the area of bare exposed peat through management of existing wetlands, and the creation of
further wetland or fen habitat (IPC Licence validation). The target will be the delivery of measures and
this will be measured by an aerial survey after rehabilitation is completed. (IPC Licence validation).
Stabilising/improving potential emissions to water (e.g. suspended solids). This will be measured via
water quality monitoring (suspended solids and ammonia) for at least 2 years after the rehabilitation has
been completed. (IPC Licence validation).

Reducing pressure from peat production on the local river catchment (WFD) (IPC Licence validation). This
will be measured by the EPA WFD monitoring programme.

Optimising the extent of suitable hydrological conditions for climate action (Climate action verification).
This will be measured by an aerial survey after rehabilitation has been completed.

Reduction in carbon emissions (Climate action verification). Baseline monitoring will be carried after
rehabilitation is completed (during the scheme). It is proposed that sites can be monitored against this
baseline in the future.

Setting the site on a trajectory towards establishment of a mosaic of compatible habitats including
wetland, fen, Reed swamp, wet woodland, heath, embryonic Sphagnum-rich peat forming communities,
scrub and Birch woodland communities, where conditions are suitable, and eventually towards a reduced
Carbon source (Climate action verification). Some areas will naturally be dry and develop Birch woodland
and other drier habitats. It will take some time for stable naturally functioning habitats to fully develop
at Derrycashel Bog.

Improvement in biodiversity and ecosystem services. (Climate action verification).

Meeting climate action verification criteria and monitoring of these criteria after the Scheme is completed is
dependent on support from the Climate Action Fund or other sources of funding.

Summary of measures:

The below section is a summary of measures proposed for rehabilitation.

Planning actions, including developing a detailed site plan and carrying out a hydrology and drainage
appraisal.

Carry out an ecological appraisal of the potential impacts of the planned rehabilitation.

Carry out proposed measures, which will be a combination of hydrological management, drain blocking,
peat field re-profiling, wetland creation and fertiliser applications targeting bare peat sections of
headlands, high fields and other areas.

Silt ponds will continue to be maintained during the rehabilitation and decommissioning phase.
Evaluate success of short-term rehabilitation measures outlined above and remediate, where necessary.
Decommissioning of silt-ponds will be assessed and carried out, where required.

Timeframe:

2020-2021: Short-term planning actions.

2021: Short-term practical actions.

2021-2024: Any Long term practical actions; Evaluate success of short-term rehabilitation measures
outlined above and remediate, where necessary.

2024: Decommission silt-ponds, if necessary.

Budget and Costing



The rehabilitation plan outlined in this document is predicated on the understanding that it is the
Minister’s intention to support, via the Climate Action Fund, Bord na Mdna in developing a package of
measures, ‘the proposed Scheme’, for enhanced decommissioning, rehabilitation and restoration of
cutaway peatlands referred to as, the Peatlands Climate Action Scheme’. However, only the additional
costs associated with the additional and enhanced rehabilitation, i.e, measures which go beyond the
existing standard mandatory decommissioning and rehabilitation requirements arising from Condition 10
will be eligible for support.

In relation to the pre-existing Condition 10 IPC Licence requirement to carry out what can be termed the
‘standard’ decommissioning and rehabilitation, Bord na Mdna maintains a Provision on its balance sheet
to pay for these future costs when industrial peat extraction ceases. This is updated every year. For more
information see the Bord na Mdéna Annual Report (Bord na Mdna 2020). Bord na Mdna is fully committed
to meeting its obligations relating to rehabilitation and decommissioning under the Integrated Pollution
Control Licence.

Monitoring, after-care and maintenance

The monitoring, after-care and maintenance programme for Derrycashel Bog, as required to meet Condition 10
of the IPC Licence, is defined as:

Quarterly monitoring assessments of the site to determine the general status of the site, assess the
condition of the rehabilitation work, asses the progress of natural colonisation, monitoring of any
potential impacts on neighbouring land and general land security. The number of site visits will reduce
after 2 years to bi-annually. These site visits will assess the need to additional rehabilitation, if needed.
Water quality monitoring will be established. Monitoring of key water quality parameters for 2 years
after rehabilitation will include: Ammonia, Phosphorous, Suspended solids (silt) & pH.

Where other uses are proposed for the site, these will be assessed by Bord na Mdna in consultation with
interested parties. Other after-uses can be proposed for licensed areas and must go through the required
assessment and planning procedures.

Additional Monitoring:

The monitoring and validation of re-vegetation via natural colonisation and changes in bog condition will
be carried out using an aerial survey, after rehabilitation measures are implemented. It is proposed that
sites can be monitored against this baseline in the future.

Biodiversity Ecosystem services will be monitored using specific indicators.

Carbon emissions monitoring only be carried out on a small proportion of BnM sites to develop better
understanding of carbon emissions and GHG emission factors from different types of BnM sites and will
be developed on association with other established research programmes. Reduction in carbon
emissions will be modelled by a combination of habitat condition assessment and application of
appropriate carbon emission factors derived from other sites. Baseline monitoring (habitat condition) will
be carried after rehabilitation is completed (during the Scheme). It is proposed that sites can be
monitored against this baseline in the future.

Validation and IPC Licence surrender

Reporting to the EPA will continue until the IPC License is surrendered. The bog will be included in the full licence
surrender process as per the Guidance to Licensees on Surrender, Cessation and Closure of Licensed Sites EPA,
2012, when:

The planned rehabilitation has been completed.
Water quality monitoring demonstrates that water quality indicators are stabilising/improving.
The site has been environmentally stabilised.



Bord na Mdna operates under IPC Licence issued and administered by the EPA to extract peat within the Mount
Dillon bog group (Ref. P0504-01). As part of Condition 10.2 of this license, a rehabilitation plan must be prepared
for permanent rehabilitation of the boglands within the licensed area. The bog is part of the Mount Dillon bog
group (see Appendix Il for details of the bog areas within the Mount Dillon Bog Group). Derrycashel Bog is located
in Co. Roscommon.

This plan is a specific rehabilitation plan for the bog and outlines:

e Description of site management and status.

e Main issues and approaches to rehabilitation.

e Consultation to date with interested parties.

e Interaction with other policy and legislative frameworks (Appendix VI).
e The planned rehabilitation goals and outcomes.

e The scope of the rehabilitation plan.

e Criteria which define the successful rehabilitation and key targets to validate rehabilitation.
e Proposed rehabilitation actions.

e Proposed timeframe to implement these measures.

e Budget and Costings.

e Associated aftercare, maintenance and monitoring.

It is proposed by Government that Bord na Mdna carry out a Peatlands Enhanced Decommissioning,
Rehabilitation and Restoration Scheme on its peatlands. Note this proposal is also known colloquially as the
‘Peatlands Climate Action Scheme’ (PCAS). The additional costs of the proposed Scheme will be supported by
Government through the Climate Action Fund, administered by the Department of Environment, Climate and
Communications (DECC), while the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) will act as the Scheme regulator.
Bord na Mdna have identified a footprint of 33,000 ha as peatlands suitable for this scheme. This proposed
Scheme will significantly go beyond what is required to meet rehabilitation and decommissioning obligations
(Appendix VIl & IX) under existing EPA IPC licence conditions. Improvements supported by the Scheme will ensure
that environmental stabilisation is achieved (meaning IPC obligations are met), and importantly, significant
additional benefits, particularly relating to climate action and other ecosystem services, will also be delivered.

Only the costs associated with the additional, enhanced and accelerated rehabilitation, i.e. those measures which
go beyond the existing decommissioning and rehabilitation requirements arising from Condition 10, will be
eligible for support under the proposed Scheme. Bord na Mdna have now announced the complete cessation of
industrial peat production across its estate (January 2021).

It is expected that the proposed Scheme (PCAS) will have benefits accruing from biodiversity provision, water
quality and storage attenuation as well as increased carbon storage, reduced carbon emissions and acceleration
towards carbon sequestration. The Scheme will also facilitate monitoring of carbon fluxes (Greenhouse Gases
and fluvial carbon) in selected areas (in addition to other established Research programmes), to monitor changes
in where the interventions will accelerate the trajectory towards a naturally functioning peatland ecosystem.

It is envisaged that the Enhanced Rehabilitation Scheme will support activities, interventions, or measures across
the Bord na Mdna cutaway peatlands which accelerate the original timelines. Selected rehabilitation measures



will take account of site environmental conditions, which can vary significantly. These measures potentially
include:

e more intensive management of water levels through pump management, drain-blocking and cell
bunding;

e re-profiling that will deliver suitable conditions for development of wetlands, fens and bog habitats;

e targeted fertiliser applications,

e seeding of targeted vegetation; and

e proactive inoculation of suitable peatland areas with Sphagnum.

These are collectively designed to optimise hydrological conditions (ideally and where possible water-levels <10
cm) for climate action benefits and to accelerate the trajectory of the site towards a naturally functioning
ecosystem, and eventually a reduced carbon source/carbon sink again. (In some areas of dry cutaway this
trajectory will be significantly longer and it is not feasible in the short-term to re-wet some areas. These areas
will develop other habitats. The key to optimising climate action benefits is the restoration of suitable hydrological
conditions and more intensive intervention means that the extent of suitable hydrological conditions can be
optimised.

These measures are designed to encourage the development of peat-forming habitats, where possible. They are
also designed to further slow the movement of water across the site (with the site acting similarly to a constructed
wetland), slowing the release of water (improving local water attenuation) and water quality is also expected to
improve as the site returns to a naturally functioning peatland ecosystem. The measures will also accelerate the
development of new habitats for a range of species under pressure in the wider landscape and will have the
potential to develop habitats (e.g. Annex | raised bog, wetlands that support wader water birds of conservation
interest) that will contribute towards the delivery of national biodiversity objectives.

Derrycashel Bog is proposed to be part of this proposed Scheme (PCAS) and this rehabilitation plan outlines the
approach taken.

1.1 Constraints and Limitations

This document seeks to address the requirements of Condition 10.2 of IPC License Ref. P0504-01:

“The licensee shall prepare, to the satisfaction of the Agency, a fully detailed and costed plan for
permanent rehabilitation of the cutaway boglands within the licensed area.”

It also seeks to outline measures to optimise climate action and other ecosystem services benefits, mainly through
hydrological management.

This document covers the area of Derrycashel Bog.
Future land-use at Derrycashel Bog has not been defined by Bord na Ména.

Bord na Mdna will continue to review the future after-use of its land-bank. Any consideration of any other future
after-uses for Derrycashel Bog, will be conducted in adherence to the relevant planning legislation and
consultation with relevant authorities and will be considered within the framework of this rehabilitation plan.

Industrial peat extraction at Derrycashel Bog permanently ceased in 2018 (having commenced in 1951). Currently
the former peat production area comprises a mosaic of various different pioneering habitats, in addition to open
water/wetland habitats (influenced annually by winter inundation), bare peat and raised bog remnants. Part of
the site was previously (winter 2014/15) subject to some rehab trials. It is anticipated that the combination of



active enhanced rehabilitation measures and natural colonisation will quickly accelerate environmental
stabilisation. Nevertheless, it will still take some time (30-50 years) for naturally functioning wetland and
peatland ecosystems to fully re-establish.

Parts of Derrycashel Bog (outside the areas owned and under the control of Bord na Mdna) are currently be used
by domestic turf cutters to harvest peat. These areas are ecologically and hydrologically linked to the area owned
by Bord na Mdna where rehabilitation is planned. It is beyond the scope of this rehabilitation plan to address turf
cutting issues on Derrycashel Bog that are outside of the control of Bord na Mdna. Nevertheless, Bord na Mdna
are aware of such issues which may constrain the proposed rehabilitation actions, and this rehabilitation plan
considered potential impacts of these on the delivery of the stated objectives.

Rehabilitation in other areas of the bog may also be constrained due to other property issues or issues such as
rights of way. A number of Rights of Way exist at Derrycashel.

Parts of Derrycashel become inundated during the winter months due to its proximity to the River Shannon. A
significant portion of the former industrial peat production areas lie below the winter water level of the Shannon
and pumping was critical to sustaining former industrial peat production areas. Consequently, the issues to be
considered during rehabilitation of bogs such as Derrycashel require further detail in terms of understanding the
fluctuating water regime during, and post-industrial peat production. Pumping has now ceased at Derrycashel,
resulting in increased levels of standing water onsite.

The rail line on site at Derrycashel connects to Lough Ree Power Station and will be in operation for several years
until all peat stocks have been removed from the adjacent bogs.



This rehabilitation plan was developed with a combination of desktop and field surveys, consultations with
internal and external stakeholders and cognisance of the proposed Scheme (PCAS). The development of this
rehabilitation plan considered recently published guidance issued by the EPA in 2020 — Guidance on the process
of preparing and implementing a bog rehabilitation plan.

The ecological information and site information collected during the Bord na Mdna ecological baseline survey,
additional confirmatory site visits (covering the period 2011 to 2020 inclusive) and monitoring and desktop
analysis forms the basis for the development of the rehabilitation plan for the bog, along with:

e Experience of 40 years of research on the after-use development and rehabilitation of the Bord na Ména
cutaway bogs (Clarke, 2010; Bord na Ména, 2016);

e Significant international engagement during this period with other counties in relation to best-practise
regarding peatland rehabilitation and after-use through the International Peat Society and the Society for
Ecological Restoration (Joosten & Clarke, 2002; Clarke & Rieley, 2010; Gann et al., 2019);

e Consultation and engagement with internal and external stakeholders;

e GIS Mapping;

e BNM drainage surveys;

e Bog topography and LIDAR data;

e Previous rehab trials at Derrycashel;

e Previous research studies on site;

e Hydrological modelling; and

e The development of a Methodology Paper (draft) outlining the proposed Scheme (PCAS). This
rehabilitation includes enhanced measures defined in the Methodology Paper which are designed to
exceed the standard stabilisation requirements as defined by the IPC Licence and to enhance the
ecosystem services of Derrycashel Bog, in particular, optimising climate action benefits.

2.1 Desk Study

The desk study involved collecting all relevant environmental and ecological data for the study area. The
development of the rehabilitation plan also takes account of research, experience and engagement with other
peatland restoration and rehabilitation projects and peatland research including Irish, UK, European and
International best-practise guidance (full citations are in the References Section):

e Anderson et al. (2017). An overview of the progress and challenges of peatland restoration in Western
Europe.

e Barry, T.A. et al (1973). A survey of cutover peats and underlying mineral soils. Soil Survey Bulletin No.
30. Dublin, Bord na Mdna and An Foras Taluntais.

e Bonnetal (2017). Peatland restoration and ecosystem services- science, policy and practice.

e Carroll et al. (2009). Sphagnum in the Peak District. Current Status and Potential for Restoration. Moors
for the Future Report No 16.

e C(Clark & Rieley (2010). Strategy for responsible peatland management.
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